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Perspectives:  
American Exceptionalism, Local, National,  

International, Internationalist, Transnational,  
Globalization: overlapping processes and perspectives 

Flow of ideas, things, peoples;  
worldwide interconnectivity and interrelatedness 

 
America in the World 

Americans in the World 
Americans of the World 

 
 

“Was there a world outside of America?  If there was, I knew next to nothing to 
nothing at all about it—as a reality… I knew something of European history– the old 
tyranny of kings, the absurdity of aristocracy—out of which America, the wonderful, 
had stepped proudly into the enlightenment of the Bill of Rights and the Declaration of 
Independence.  I was a true geocentric American.” 

Ray Stannard Baker, muckraker journalist on his 1890s apprenticeship 



America on the World Stage: A Global Approach to U.S. History (2008), Organization of 
American Historians (OAH) 
 
Transnational Nation: United States History in Global Perspective since 1789 (2007), Ian 
Tyrrell 
 
Rethinking American History in a Global Age (2002), Thomas Bender, ed. 
 
A Nation Among Nations: America's Place in World History (2006), Thomas Bender 

Recent Titles on America and the World 

  

 
•Recent titles in Princeton University Press’s new series: America in the World 

•Alabama in Africa: Booker T. Washington, the German Empire, and the Globalization of 

the New South. A. Zimmerman.  

•The Great American Mission: Modernization and the Construction of an American World 

Order. D. Ekbladh.  

•Line in the Sand: A History of the Western U.S.-Mexico Border. R. St. John.  

•The Other Alliance: Student Protest in West Germany and the United States in the 

Global Sixties. M. Klimke.  

•Reforming the World: The Creation of America's Moral Empire. I. Tyrrell.  

•The 1970s: A New Global History from Civil Rights to Economic Inequality. T. 

Borstelmann.  

http://press.princeton.edu/titles/9190.html


 
 
 
 
 
 

U.S. Civil War 
Meiji Restoration 

Latin American state consolidation 

 
 
 

• Ulysses S. Grant in the World in 1877 

• London, Newcastle, Berlin 

• Bismarck: “You had to save the Union just as 
we had to save Germany.” 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Americans/America in Japan post-civil war 
 

Meiji Restoration in Japan, 1867 
The “Ainu” peoples in Hokkaido, frontier island of 

Japan 
 

Wheat and Cattle 
Horace Capron as advisor 

Incorporation of the Ainu; end of autonomy 
 William Clark , land grant college 

Baseball? 

 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9b/Bjs48_02_Ainu.jpg


Argentina:  
“Conquest of the Desert,”1870s 
President Domingo Sarmiento 

Ambassador to U.S. during the Civil War 
Conquest of Indigenous peoples in Patagonia 

 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a8/La_conquista_del_desierto.jpg


Buffalo Bill’s Wild West:  
Commodifying Empire 

1883-1916 
England, Italy, France, Germany 

Buffalo Bill and Sitting Bull 





 
 

Spalding’s “Baseball missionaries” 
Thomas Zeiler, “Ambassadors in Pinstripes”: the Spalding world baseball 
tour and the birth of the American empire (Spalding’s World Tour: The Epic 

Adventure that Took Baseball Around the Globe–And Made It America's Game) 
 





Henry Cabot Lowell and the Lowell System 



1836 Lyrics Sung by Protesting Workers at Lowell 
Oh! isn't it a pity, such a pretty girl as I 

Should be sent to the factory to pine away and die? 
Oh! I cannot be a slave, I will not be a slave, 

For I'm so fond of liberty, 
That I cannot be a slave. 



Time, Space, and Flow of Ideas 
Romanticism/Transcendentalism 



Lessons from Lowell 

 1)  Integration of production processes  
 
2)  an ideology governing that production,  
which found expression in new company  
towns that regulated social behavior   
 
3) new disciplined labor relations that created  
great tension and eventually violence and  
 
4) debates about the degree to which industrial capitalism  
was American or Un-American. 
 
5) Reorientation of people’s sense of Time and Space 



The Centennial 
Exhibition of 

1876, 
Philadelphia 

Fairmount Park 

  

 

 



pyrotechnics 

  



Foreign displays in America 

  





1876 Woman’s Pavilion 

 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/13956/13956-h/images/523.jpg


Corliss 
Double 
Steam 
Engine 

 
Master/

Slave 
Clock 

System 

 

 



Industrialization 
and its 

discontents 
 

Great Railroad 
Strike of 1877 



The Paris 
Commune 

1871  
 

in America in 
1877? 

 

Keeping in Mind:  

International Linkages 



“Large scale enterprise formation” in post-CW America 

• Great men (and women) 
• Great ideas – patents 
• Ideologies – anti-communism, social darwinism, free market capitalism 
• National Market 
• Swelling populations – labor and consumers (concentrated in cities) 
             U.S. Population: 31 million in 1860; 63 million in 1890;106 million in 1920. 

• Transportation/communication innovations 
         National Rail Network:  1860-30K miles; 1890-166,000 miles; 1916-254,000 miles 

• Expansion of capital market (fueled by railroad expansion in the West) 
• Efficient structures (new accounting methods; Taylorism) 
• Corporate structural changes 

– Horizontal Integration (Swift Meat Products) 
– Vertical Integration (Standard Oil) 
– Merger Mania:  1895-1905: More than 2000 companies disappeared.   
 Led to the first billion dollar corporation, U.S. Steel (which came out of Carnegie Steel), which 

comprised 213 different manufacturing companies, 41 mines, about 1000 miles of track, and 112 
ships to transport ore.  

• Great Depression of 1893-1897 
• Branding movement  
      1875:  1,138 brands/names 
          1906:  10,500 brands/names 
  New advertising techniques  -- Selling Imperialism 
   New spaces of commerce/culture  
       New Markets abroad 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Social Darwinism and Capitalism in International Context 

• Who has sovereignty? 

– Role of the state? 

• Social Darwinism: a British import 

  “survival of the fittest”; Darwinian ideas of “nature” and society 

  Laissez faire -- Role of the individual 

Herbert Spencer, Social Statics 1851. 

William Graham Sumner, What Social Classes Owe Each 

Other, 1883.  

Andrew Carnegie, “[The Gospel of] Wealth,” 1889. 

 

 
  



 
 

The United States of Rockefeller  
“The growth of a large business is merely a survival of the fittest, the working out of a 

law of nature and a law of God.”   
“Starvation is God’s way of punishing those who have too little faith in capitalism.” 

  



Challenges to Capitalism 
  

• Unionization 
 

• Populism 
1892, 1896, 1900 elections 
 

• Social Gospel 
 

• Muckraking 
 

• Progressivism – Judicial, Presidential, Social 
 

• State intervention  
         1890:  Sherman Antitrust Act  

   prohibited “every contract, combination or  conspiracy” that  

   restrained interstate or foreign commerce or trade.  

  1894 Pullman case  
 
•  Corporate welfare movement   

 
 
 



“lords of industry”  1880s 



                                                                   The Ram’s Horn, “The Insanity of Greed”                             The social gospel 



Populist Party platforms:  
1892, 1896, 1900 elections 

Called for:   

• government ownership of railroads 

•  graduated income tax 

•  suffrage for women 

•  shorter working hours 

• collective bargaining (unions) 

•  better access to credit for farmers; silver and gold (Wizard of 
Oz) 

• vote for U.S. Senators by direct vote not state legislature 

• end to corporate “mercenaries” like the Pinkertons   



Progressivism 

Principal attributes:  

Efficiency (Taylorism) 

Citizen participation 

Municipal reform 

Labor reform 

City Beautiful 

Conservation 

Immigration reform 

Temperance 

Corporate Reform  

 Trust-busting 

 Govt. Regulation 

 Promise of American Life 
 Use Hamiltonian means to effect 

Jeffersonian ends 

 

 



• Urbanization/Immigration: 1860 urban pop. 6,216, 518 (20%); 1920 urban pop. 
54,157,973 (51%) 

• Smoke Abatement League (Cincinnati); Chicago Anti-Smoke League; Ladies Health 
Association (Pittsburgh); Society for Suppression of Unnecessary Noise (NYC) 

• Settlement House movement (Hull House, Jane Addams, John Dewey) 
• “City Wilderness”  – “City Beautiful”  
 
• Case of NYC:  1860—5,000 factories employing 100,000 workers; including eight 

petroleum refineries/distilleries; in early 1880s, Rockefeller’s Standard Oil 
Company controlled 100. 

• 1880 – 15,000 Horse Carcasses – Fertilizer companies 
• Newtown Creek: tidal estuary along Brooklyn-Queens boundary 
• Bayonne NJ: 1879, 10 manufacturing companies; 1904, 235. 
     1900 Bayonne Refinery 100k barrels per day; 100k in 1920 
• Results: solid/liquid/airborne wastes (sludge acid, boiled horsebones for fertilizer) 

1883: NYTIMES: “the stench-breeding factories were in full blast again, spreading 
disease and death all around them.”   Oil slicks and Oyster beds:  conflicts over 
public and private space.  

• NYC Civil Groups: Fifteenth Ward Smelling Committee; Women’s Health 
Protective Association; American Game Protection Association; Staten Island 
Beach Land Improvement Company 

6.1.12.B.5.b  Assess the impact of rapid urbanization on 
the environment and on the quality of life in cities.  



Southern Economy and Jim Crow 

• de jure apartheid system in the South 

• de facto segregation in the North 

• from birth to burial 



The “New South”  

• New sources of “capital”: the problem of “capital” 

• New social control methods -- compliant, docile population 

– Black codes: labor markets 

• New agricultural relations – sharecropping; planters 

reassert control 

• New stereotypes -- e.g. not intelligent enough for factory 

work (social darwinism, scientific race theory) 

• Neo-paternalism -- uplift through proper guidance; moral 

and  industrial education 



Post-Bellum America -- The South 

• 13th Amendment: “Neither 
slavery nor involuntary 
servitude, except as punish-ment 
for crime whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted, shall 
exist within the U.S.” 

• Black Codes/Vagrancy Codes    

• Convict Leasing system 

 

http://www.illinoistimes.com/Springfield/imgs/articles_images/5400/4513.jpg


Social Darwinism and Scientific Racism 
Survive w/o paternal slavery?  Thrive in industrial 
work? Conflating Ethnicity and Race 



PANOPTICAL TIME 







Prescriptive advertising 



Commodifying Indians 

 



“Soap is Civilization.”– Unilever slogan Keeping in Mind:  International Linkages 

http://www.long-sunday.net/photos/uncategorized/snowwhite.jpg


Plantation stereotypes 

Sambo 

Tom 

Buck Zip Coon 





New South Economy  
(Henry Grady, “The South and Her Problems”) 

 • 13th Amendment:  “Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as punishment for crime whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the U.S.” 

 
• Black Codes/Vagrancy Codes (document) 
 
• Convict Leasing system (document) (companies employing convict labor included U.S. Steel, Wachovia Bank 

Corp., Walter Industries, U.S. Pipe and Foundry, U.S. Sugar, Coca Cola, Chattahoochee Brick, Georgia Pacific, 
Inc.) 

 
• Agriculture:  cotton, tobacco 

– Crop-lien system (crap-lien system) 
– Sharecropping System; tenant farmers (70% in 1900) (document) 
– Black-owned businesses – economic lynching 

  
• Industry:   

– Textiles:  small mills, larger mill towns (1880-1900, 161 to 400 cotton mills) 
– Tobacco-processing 
– Lumbering (by 1900 more revenue than textiles) 
– Iron and Steel industries (Birmingham as the “Pittsburgh of the South”)  
– Railroads: 1880-1890 southern track doubles; 1886 railroad gauge accords with northern standards 
– Electrical firsts:  Richmond 1st electric streetcar system (1888); Columbia, SC 1st electrically powered cotton mill 

(1894) 

  
 By 1900 – Primarily Agrarian 

– 1900 – 10% of national manufacturing output 
– 1900 – 40% of Northern per capita income (1860-60%) 

 



Jim Crow 

• Discrimination 
• --U.S. v. Singleton (so-called Civil Rights cases of 1883): state 

governments could not discriminate on the basis of race but 
individuals or private organizations (railroads, hotels, theaters, etc) 
could. 

• --Plessy v. Ferguson (1896): separate accommodations (and schools) 
did not deprive non-whites of equal right. 

• --Williams v. Mississippi (1898): upheld literacy tests 
• --Cumming v. County Board of Education (1899):  communities can 

establish whites-only schools, whether there are black equivalents or 
not. 

  
• Disfranchisement (by 1900, black voting % decreased by 62%; white 

voting 26%) 
• Poll tax 
• Literacy test 
• lynching 

 



                   
 
 
 

      The poll tax (according to Theodore Geisel (1926)  

The 15th Amendment post-reconstruction 

    Rethinking the Civil Rights Movement? 


